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Virtual September Meetings   - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

 

With current COVID Restrictions in place and with concern for health and safety of our mem-

bers, we have decided to cancel the in person Chapter Luncheon scheduled for 1 Sep.  

 

Until we are in an environment where these restrictions can be relaxed, we would like to have an 

event that will allow us communicate directly with our members. In order to facilitate this we 

will be hosting online meetings using the Zoom Virtual Meeting platform.   

 

There will be two of these online meetings scheduled for September. The first one will be for 

new and potential members who have expressed interest our group since we stopped having reg-

ular meetings and will be held on Thursday 9/10 at 1000. These individuals will receive an email 

invitation and will be an opportunity to meet the chapter leadership and get oriented to our chap-

ter and mission.  

 

The second virtual meeting will be for all members and will be held on Tuesday 9/15 also at 

1000 and will be for all members.  Hopefully, this will allow all of us to reconnect with Chapter 

friends, meet new members and others who are interested in considering membership. As al-

ways, we welcome any thoughts and suggestions you might have as we work through this situa-

tion and would appreciate your feedback as we launch this process. We are working on speakers 

for these meetings and also welcome your suggestions for new program topics and speakers. 

 

Please look for an email invitation from JoAnn Doleman that will include instructions and a hy-

perlink to join the meeting. If you have not used Zoom before, it is very easy to use and will give 

you an opportunity to interact and ask questions.  

 

The remaining dates for 2020 are outlined below: 

06 Oct  Speaker TBD 

03 Nov  Speaker TBD  

01 Dec             Holiday Luncheon featuring a return performance 

                        of The Harmony Bells 

 

Happy 73rd Birthday to the U.S. Air Force!  September 18th 1947 

 

Message from Chapter President, Jim Carper to SENCLAND Members: 

 

As Always, I hope that this finds each of you and your family continuing to remain safe and 

well. I know that all of us are staying the course but wishing and hoping for more normalcy to 

return soon. Regrettably, Covid-19 restrictions made it necessary to cancel our 1 Sep event and 

may impact events thru the rest of 2020, but I want you to know that we are working to develop 

new plans which will allow us to reestablish some form of Chapter activities to connect with old 
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friends and to meet and welcome our new members. Stay tuned and in the meantime, have an en-

joyable Labor Day weekend. 

Some Sad News:  

We were all sadden by the passing of Chrissy Sanford’s daughter, Charisse Jones, and our long-

time friend and Chaplin, LT Charles A. Lewis, Jr, USNR (Retired). Our deepest sympathies to 

Jerry and Chrissy Sanford and Helga Lewis and their families. You are in our thoughts. 

Some Very Good News: 

A Big Happy Birthday to all you September babies! May your future years be long, healthy, 

and happy. 

18 September: Happy 73rd Birthday to the United States Air Force and to all the Flyboys and 

Flygirls who have been called to the Wild Blue Yonder. We remember too, those of the Army 

Air Corps who paved the way for the USAF. 

New Navy Director: Melanie Nelson was confirmed to backfill the position of Navy Director 

previously held by Charles Lewis who passed away earlier this month. Congratulations to Mela-

nie and welcome to the Board of Directors. 

 

New Members: Thanks to the efforts of Al Schroetel and our Service Directors, we have quite a 

few new members who have joined over the summer and several individuals interested in possi-

bly joining the Chapter. A list is included on page 3. Let’s give them a good Welcome, and hope-

fully we will be able to meet them personally soon. 

MOAA Level of Excellence (5 Star): We just received notice that SENCLAND Chapter has 

been awarded an LOE at the 5-Star level for excellence as a Chapter for 2019. Congratulations to 

everyone and especially to Ken Klassen for his leadership during that period and to Al Schroetel, 

Barry Coyle, Larry Wilson, Chrissy Sanford, and Lee Hanna who put together an outstanding 

submittal packet for the Award. Good Job SENCLAND Chapter! 

MOAA Covid-19 Relief Grants – Our Chapter has continued assisting MOAA with informing 

currently surviving military, honorably discharged Veterans, and Caregivers of veterans im-

pacted financially by Covid-19 of the availability of COVID -19. We received a nice message 

from Col Terri Coles, Senior Director for Council and Chapter Affairs for MOAA, congratulat-

ing us for our vigorous support of the Program. Eighteen applications from folks in our area have 

been awarded Grants totaling almost $6,000. Covid-19 Grant Funds are still available, so if you 

know of any in those categories impacted financially by the pandemic, have them get in touch 

with us at Info@SENCLAND.org.  

Honor Flight (April 2021) – Don’t forget, Honor Flight being planned for next April. Look for 

more information from Chrissy Sanford on Page 11.  

Some Final Notes:  



   

 

 

Assistant Treasurer – Thanks to Ron Tilmon for volunteering to be Assistant Treasurer  

Special Events Program Chairperson – We are still in need of a volunteer to head our special 

events committee, so if you are interested in taking on a fun and unique job, please contact either 

Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 or Jim Jackson at  jimjack-

son@ec.rr.com  or 910-617-8306.  

Volunteers – The Chapter is always in need of volunteers to be part of our committees and spe-

cial projects. Members and spouses are welcome. If interest, shoot me an email at 

SENCLANDChapter@gmail.com 

      
MOAA Weekly Newsletter – If you haven’t already done so, recommend signing up for 

MOAA’s weekly newsletter. Lots of good information on transition, finances, retirement, legis-

lation, and travel opportunities. There are also announcements of Webinars that may be of inter-

est.   

Donations – The generosity of our Members has enabled us to have a strong program to support 

JROTC and Veteran scholarships. We hope that you will continue your donations to support 

these programs.  

Jim Carper, President 

SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA 

senclandchapter@gmail.com 

 

 

JROTC Scholarships & Leadership Awards - Submitted by LTC Lee Hanna, Leader-

ship/Scholarship Chair 

 

We would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs and ask you 

to keep these important programs in mind during this pandemic. 

Please considering a donation to these worthwhile projects now.  We are always accepting appli-

cations for outreach support. Thank you again to all our generous contributors. 

  

JROTC Leadership Awards Support  

Schools are just getting started so we are not involved with Leadership Awards at this time.   

Therefore, I would like to use this opportunity to share the sorrow that I have with the passing of 

Charles Lewis.  I met Charles in 1988 when I started teaching ROTC at UNCW.  He was a mem-

ber of the Faculty Advisory Committee charged with oversight of the ROTC program.  Charles 

became a valued advisor and someone to bounce ideas off.  When I left UNCW Charles and I 

would cross paths frequently and he remained a good friend.  When I retired from teaching in 

2014 Charles was working with the JROTC Scholarship program and agree to help me with in-

terviews and processing of the applications.   

 

It was a pleasure to watch Charles interact with our student candidates.  He easily established 

rapport with them and would always have an anecdote to share with them.  Charles, Larry Wil-
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son, and I have worked the Scholarship program for five years.  He stepped away this year to po-

sition himself to enjoy life with some more time for himself and Helga.  Unfortunately, Charles 

would not have that time for long.  It really struck me when I heard Charles passed suddenly.  

Charles’ strong faith in God and his long years spent helping fellow service members and our 

youth give me confidence that Charles will look down on us for a long time and continue to 

guide us.  Thank your Charles for your service. 

 

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair 

 

We are pleased to report the following new SENCLAND Chapter members:  

 

Mike Apicella, Colonel, USA (Ret). Mike and Cordelia live in Wilmington.  

Richard “Rich” Fanney, CAPT, USN (Ret.). Rich and Kathleen live in Southport / St 

James. 

Patience Larkin, Colonel, USAF (Ret.). Patience lives in Wilmington. 

William “Bill” McManus, Major, USAF (Ret.). Bill and Jane live in Wilmington. 

Chris Morin, CAPT, USN (Ret.). Chris and Jennifer live in Wilmington 

David Pattillo, LTC, USA (Ret.). Dave and Carol live in Lake Waccamaw 

 

TAPS: 

 

We regret to report the passing of: 

 

LT Charles A Lewis, Jr, USN (ret) passed away 05 August 2020. He is survived by his wife 

Helga. Here is a link to his obituary: https://www.wilmingtoncares.com/obituary/charles-albert-

lewis-jr/ 

 

We Love Guests! We hope you will invite friends and neighbors to a luncheon, annual picnic or 

special event. 
 

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter President 

SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our 

Chapter Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using: 

  https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com 

 

You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 

Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed 

your order and tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the ship-

ping cost and call you when ready for pickup. 

 

 

Legislative Affairs September 2020 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

 

I hope everyone is staying well and sane as we continue being “Safer at Home”.  I am sure you 

know that Gov. Cooper again extended Phase 2 of the plan to reopen the NC economy through 

https://www.wilmingtoncares.com/obituary/charles-albert-lewis-jr/
https://www.wilmingtoncares.com/obituary/charles-albert-lewis-jr/
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September 11. Phase 2 permits most retail stores to reopen, restaurants may offer indoor and out-

door seating, subject to capacity and spacing limits, in addition to take-out and carry-out service. 

Barber shops and salons are allowed to open if they can operate using strict safety precautions. 

Bars and gyms remain closed. Breweries and distilleries are open for on-premises sales, also with 

capacity and safety limits. All near-by beaches and parks are open, subject to local restrictions, 

but some public restrooms are closed. Public gatherings are limited to groups of 25. Face masks 

are required in retail establishments and social distancing is encouraged everywhere. The list of 

cancelled events and activities continues to grow. COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths 

have continued to increase in NC. What happens to these trends following the Labor Day Week-

end will drive the next decision regarding the reopening plan. Please keep up to date on this issue 

and stay safe. 

 

Legislative activity in Congress continues to be dominated by COVID-19 relief and stimulus ac-

tivities. The FY2021 National Defense Authorization (NDAA) bills have been passed by both 

the House and the Senate and are now being reviewed in a Joint Conference Committee that will 

develop the final version of the bill to be approved by both Houses. The versions of these bills in 

both Houses currently contain language supporting MOAA-backed provisions including: a 3% 

Active Duty pay raise; increased child care assistance and military housing upgrades; National 

Guard and Reserve component administration and pay improvements; and improved, standard-

ized sexual misconduct reporting procedures. However the MOAA-supported provision to slow 

down Military Health System reforms and billet reductions is only in the House version of the 

bill. Therefore, MOAA is shifting its “Summer Storm” advocacy effort for this issue to the Sen-

ate. MOAA Legislative Affairs people from every Chapter will be contacting their Senators to 

urge inclusion of the House language in the final NDAA bill. You can also participate in this 

campaign by going to this link: https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?0&engage-

mentId=508581. There you can send a MOAA prepared email to your NC Senators to support 

this Military Health System issue. As always, you can get involved in virtual grass-roots commu-

nication in support of MOAA’s priorities. You can find details on these priorities as well as tools 

to help you contact your legislators in MOAA’s Legislative Action Center at: https://takeac-

tion.moaa.org. Please feel free to contact me if you need assistance. 

 

 The NC General Assembly reconvenes on September 2nd for an additional Short Session which 

while planned to be short, may not be. This Short Session will undoubtedly concentrate on 

COVID-19 issues, as well as the large number of vetoes of previous bills by Gov. Cooper. But 

other types of legislation are certainly possible, so we will be monitoring activities in this Ses-

sion. 

 

September Member Profile 

 

Interview with Mrs. Sandy Klassen – Allan Turner, SENCLand Sentinel Newsletter Editor 

 

On Wednesday, July 8, 2020, I had the honor of interviewing Mrs. Sandy Klassen, wife of our 

past Chapter President, CDR Ken Klassen, USN (ret). It is Sandy’s smiling face that you see at 

our monthly meetings selling tickets for the 50-50 raffle to support our scholarship fund and also 

going around to all the tables talking with our members and guests.  Similarly to our last month’s 

profile on Melinda Stewart, there is a lot of “behind the scenes” work going on at our monthly 

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?0&engagementId=508581
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meetings to make these events fun and successful. Sandy is another one of those people we defi-

nitely can’t thank enough. Here is her story: 

 

I grew up in Greenville, SC. When I graduated from high school, I attended the University of 

Montevallo located in Montevallo, Alabama and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Physical 

Education.  My first teaching job was in Gulf Breeze, Florida right next to Pensacola and the Na-

val Air Station where the pilots are trained. I taught 7th, 8th, and 9th graders for three years. 

 

I was very involved in my local church and regularly participated in a Bible study that was also 

attended by a lot of the aspiring young naval aviators. This is where I met Ken. We were married 

in 1971 – next year we will celebrate 50 years of marriage! 

 

 
Sandy’s and Ken’s Wedding Day - 1971 

 

After Ken completed his flight training his first duty station was at Naval Air Station, Key West. 

We were stationed there for two years and I was able to continue my teaching career. Our son 

Clay was born at the Naval Hospital in Key West. From there, we moved to Virginia Beach, VA 

and where Ken was stationed for 13 years. Our daughter Michelle was born at the Portsmouth 

Naval Hospital. I continued teaching Physical Education in public schools for first through six 

graders.  



   

 

 

 
Sandy the Navy Wife at NAS Key West 1972 

 

 

 
Sandy and son Clay heading off to school 

 

Ken then received orders to Stuttgart, Germany for the next three years and was assigned to 

United States European Headquarters Command. Like everywhere else we had been assigned, I 

landed another teaching job, this time at one of the Department of Defense Dependent Schools 

(DODDS) located on a US Army tank base. I was offered a position at the DODDS elementary 

school. This base where I taught had been one of Erwin Rommel’s Panzer bases during World 



   

 

 

War II. When I was out on the playground with my students, I vividly recall numerous US Army 

tanks moving around the base.  

 

Ken’s job required a lot of travel to Israel, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, and Spain. He was involved 

in setting up Joint Forces exercises in these host countries that resulted in numerous travel oppor-

tunities while stationed in Germany. Our son was in his first year of high school and our daugh-

ter was in elementary school.  We were just a couple of hours from France, Austria, Northern It-

aly, Switzerland, and other fascinating places as well as the wonderful spots in Germany. When 

we arrived, base housing was full and we were authorized to live off base and found a beautiful 

home on a cul-de-sac with many German neighbors with whom we eventually became dear 

friends. Living in that environment we learned so much of the language and culture – as well as 

the local cuisine. I feel we would have missed out on that had we lived on base.  

 

 
Sandy with daughter Michelle, and son Clay – skiing in the German Alps 

 

We attended an International Baptist Church that was led by an American pastor. Mercedes-

Benz, BMW and Porsche all have manufacturing facilities in that area and many of their employ-

ees as well as the American service members and their families attended that church.  

 

Upon completion of the Germany tour, Ken received orders to the Pentagon where he worked in 

the OSD office for Political and Military Affairs with Israel. Dick Cheney was Secretary of De-

fense at the time and Ken was involved in several briefings to him. I, of course continued teach-

ing, this time in Fairfax County Northern Virginia. This was our last duty station with the Navy 

as Ken retired in September of 1989.   

 

In January of 1990, Ken took a job as a pilot for COMAIR, which was part of the Delta Connec-

tion at the Greater Cincinnati Airport located in Northern Kentucky. He flew turbo-props and re-

gional jets for the next 16 years until he turned 60. I stayed behind in Fairfax County, VA to fin-

ish the school year and then we moved to Kentucky. My teaching career continued in a wonder-

ful Christian school where I taught PE to all grades (1-12) for the entire 16 years we were there. 



   

 

 

This was really neat as I literally was able to watch many of my students grow up from first 

grade to high school seniors.  

 

 

 
Sandy’s students conducting Jump Rope training for competition 

 

Once Ken retired from flying, we were trying to decide where we would spend our retirement 

years. I had also retired after 33 continuous years of teaching. We initially were thinking of mov-

ing back to Virginia Beach, but a visit there showed us how much that area had grown and how 

congested the traffic was. Our daughter by this time was a nurse in Dallas, Texas and had a 

friend who was from Wilmington. She took a trip here with her friend and immediately fell in 

love with the place. She called us up and said “I have just found the perfect place for you two to 

retire”. So, we made a trip to Wilmington and we were “hooked”. We moved to Carolina Beach 

in August, 2006. 

 

Ken joined the SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA in 2007. He had been a longtime national mem-

ber but had not affiliated with any of the local chapters until this time. Jeri Graham was President 

and soon had Ken fully assimilated into the chapter. Jeri had a home in Carolina Beach and 

would often invite us to her house to discuss chapter initiatives and to also get us further in-

volved. We did not have a website at the time and one of the things she tasked Ken with getting 

that up and running – and he has had that job ever since as well as serving as one of the Vice-

Presidents and most recently as President.  

 

The chapter was a bit shorthanded at the time and that was how I was drafted into administering 

the 50-50 raffles as well as being on the social committee with Melinda Stewart. I really enjoy 

doing these roles and truly miss not being able to see everyone since our meetings have been sus-

pended.  

 

Our son and daughter are now living in the Indianapolis and St. Louis area and we have a total of 

seven grandchildren – six grandsons and one granddaughter (who is the youngest). We see them 

during the holidays and they come to the NC Beaches in the summer. 

 



   

 

 

We are very involved in our church and are in a group with eight other couples with whom we 

spend a great deal of time. We enjoy boating with friends from a marina near Snow’s Cut for 

trips on the ICW and fishing near shore in the Atlantic. We also volunteer at the New Hanover 

Regional Medical Center as Patient Advocate Reps one day a week. We really love doing this. I 

was a “Candy striper” as a young girl which brings back memories of that role.  

 

Also, through the years, I was involved as a leader in the church youth groups where we were 

stationed. I spent a lot of time working with and counseling the youth in these churches.  

 

I feel that God has definitely taken care of us in all of our moves and making each one a wonder-

ful experience. From that perspective, I want to share a Bible passage that I have always felt 

guided me in my life. It is from Psalm 139, Verse 16: “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 

there was none of them.”  

 

 

 
Sandy and Ken during Veteran’s Day at the Wilmington National Cemetery- 2019 

 

 

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer 

 

Donations  

Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship 

Programs. 

 

Recently the SENCLAND Board of Directors approved a revised budget that increases FY 2020 

grants and scholarships to $19,200. 



   

 

 

Your donations of $6,357 are only $857 short of the budgeted target of $7,214.  

There are two ways to make donations: 

On-Line: 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the 

menu on the left side of the home page. 

On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter Dues, the other is to 

make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the Donation "Buy Now" button and follow the 

prompts. 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at 

dgould321@yahoo.com or 910- 319-7021. 

Or 

Mail in a Hard Copy:  Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to: 

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA                   

P.O. Box 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________ 

                                                                                          ________________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________ 

Telephone number _________________                                       Donation $__________ 

              Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address. 

You may also bring the completed form and payment to the monthly luncheon 

 

 

Veteran Scholarship Report - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice Presi-

dent 

 

Honor Flight Planned for April 2021 

 

Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area is sponsoring an Honor Flight trip to Washington, DC, on 24 

April 2021.  Priority veterans are those who were service members during World War II, Korea, 

and Vietnam.  Please get the word out to those Veterans who meet these criteria and would be 

http://www.sencland.org/


   

 

 

interested in attending.  It is an incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experience for them.  Also, the or-

ganization is looking for people who would be interested in volunteering to be a guardian who 

would attend to a Veteran for the day of the trip or who can help with preparations and attend-

ance at Wilmington International Airport (ILM) on this memorable day.  Participation in this ex-

traordinary event is sure to change your life! Please refer to the web-

site: http://www.honorflightcfa.org/ for further information.  

 

Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret), 3rd VP 

 

 

 

 

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks 

 

I too wanted to share some thoughts on Charles Lewis, our Navy representative for the chapter.  

Charles always held military people close to his heart and was always seeking opportunities to 

serve.  During his Chaplain period he sought an initiative that would provide all service members 

whose last days were in Lower Cape Fear Life Care. He arranged that each family receive a cer-

tificate from the veteran’s service branch pointing out our gratitude and appreciation for their 

service to our country.  It included a small pin with the American Flag as well as a service flag.  

This project was one of Charles’s example of his deep appreciation for our veterans.  Many of 

these presentations have been given to the families throughout the Wilmington and surrounding 

http://www.honorflightcfa.org/


   

 

 

areas.  While Charles did not pass in Lower Cape Fear Life Care, I secured Charles’ certificate to 

give to his wife, Helga.  

Charles’ loss was devastating for all of us.  Likewise, the loss of Chrissy and Jerry Sanford’s 

daughter Charisse was also devastating.  It has been a difficult year with loss of members, past 

members and friends of the chapter. 
 

While we are all saddened that the Chapter has been unable to meet as a result of Covid-19, we 

look to future when that will change and once again enjoy the friendship at our monthly meet-

ings.  Be safe and let’s defeat COVID-19! 

 

Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape 

Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility 

so they can be properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.  

 

Notify Leon at leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488 regarding any member deaths, hospi-

talizations, or illness. 

 

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative 

 

Consider logging on and getting updates from https://www.military.com/  on matters of interest. 

 

Stay home and stay safe!  Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404. 

 

 

 

To All SENCLAND MOAA Members – Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator 

Surviving Spouse Corner: Preparing for the Loss of a Spouse – Michael Higgins, Dignity 

Memorial 

(Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in the August 2020 Issue of Wilma Magazine) 

 

Although many risks can be avoided in life, the loss of a spouse is something that is inevitable. 

Many widows report that their spouse did not have a plan in place for what would happen if they 

should pass away. While experiencing the loss of a spouse is never easy, a few simple prepara-

tions can make that time a little less stressful.  

 

When planning ahead for a funeral service, there are several decisions to be made. The team at 

Dignity Memorial is available to help guide you through the process and help with any questions 

you have along the way. Whether you prefer a metal or wooden casket, cremation memorializa-

tion or traditional burial, your favorite hymn or an organist, all of these details can be selected 

ahead of time. Planning ahead and making these selections with the team at Dignity Memorial 

will guarantee that your final wishes are understood and that they are carried out accordingly.  

 

Making cemetery arrangements and choosing a burial plot is another portion that needs to be 

planned and discussed. Have an open discussion with your spouse about how you both want to 

be memorialized. Each individual is unique and will want their resting place and selections to be 

mailto:leon.rooks@hotmail.com
https://www.military.com/
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customized. Many spouses, however, choose to have burial plots next to each other – which can 

accompany other family plots – or be memorialized together in a cremation niche in either an in-

door or outdoor setting. Making these plans in advance ensure that future generations have a 

place to pay tribute to and honor their family.  

 

Creating a list of contacts to be used after the death has occurred is another discussion to have 

with your spouse. Identifying a cadre of close friends and family that should be contacted first is 

a top priority for this list. If your spouse is employed, making plans to contact their employer 

should be next on the list. Some couples choose to assign one person on the list to contact the re-

mainder of the listed individuals. This individual can also send funeral arrangement schedules 

through email and post on social media on the family’s behalf.  

 

Also, there are legal and estate considerations when preparing for a death. It is helpful to make 

sure these important documents are in order and up to date before the death occurs. A will out-

lines how you would like your assets divided after you are gone. You also have the ability to des-

ignate an executor that makes sure your will is implemented as planned. Making certain that 

these documents are carefully constructed and current can take the burden of making these diffi-

cult decisions during an emotional time off of your spouse.  

 

Most of us do not enjoy discussing death, and certainly don’t enjoy discussing the topic when it 

pertains to our spouse. But pre-panning together not only makes life easier for the surviving 

spouse, it ensures that final wishes are performed as desired. The compassionate experts at Dig-

nity Memorial are available to discuss the process of pre-planning and walk you through each 

step. 

 

Please let Sandi know if there is anything she can do for you or your spouse at any time. She can 

be reached at: 

 

Email: earlsandi@gmail.com 

Phone: 910-443-0470 

 

 

Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel 

Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions 

decided to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line ver-

sion. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website 

(https://sencland.org/. To ensure privacy the membership roster is in a password protected sec-

tion of the website. If you need assistance accessing the roster please contact: 

 Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net  or 910-616-9614   or 

 Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster 

On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events 

plus and updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage 

tabs.  If you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

mailto:earlsandi@gmail.com
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://www.sencland.org/
tel:(910)%20791-3999
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net


   

 

 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator 

Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. View-

ing this page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members 

and prospective members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the 

search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook 

Sencland chapter”. 

 

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website 

(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving 

spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of 

the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-

nc.org) is also a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information 

on other NC Chapters.  

 

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email 

newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you 

would like to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on 

the upper right hand side and then click on “Newsletters”.  

 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an 

affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated 

chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a 

part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of 

military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness 

on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and 

national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities 

and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming 

meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established 

media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each 

month. We want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay 

connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities. 

 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. 

Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, 

(turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the 15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following 

month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you 

would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran frater-

nal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND 

MOAA, please email Allan Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com .  Whenever possible, please patronize 

http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa.org/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com
mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com


   

 

 

our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initia-

tives. 

 

 
 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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